CYCLING AROUND HEADCORN VILLAGE
Cycle Route No 2 – From Headcorn Village to the The George Pub (previously Barrow House)
at Egerton, back via the Headcorn Airfield RACF Memorial in Bedlam Lane, with an extension
option to Headcorn Aerodrome avoiding the A274.

To Egerton is mostly flat, but as you get closer there are some gradients to tackle. The return is either
downhill or flat!
Distance: 6.2 miles one way to Egerton (around 38 mins), return is 5.8 miles (about 26 minutes).
If you choose to return via the Aerodrome from Egerton that is 6.3 miles (28 mins), then back to
Headcorn Village via Bletchenden Road rather than the A274 is around 15 minutes and 2.9 miles.

Please follow the highway code and check your route before you set off. The author takes no responsibility for you getting lost!
This is a personal description of a cycle taken in May 2021.

Starting from Headcorn Village at Grigg Lane or around Spires Ash, follow Grigg Lane heading East. This
is not a busy lane and you’re flanked with open fields.

Start at Spires Ash/Grigg Lane

Continue along Grigg Lane

Continue as it becomes Southernden Road. Then right at the end (about 0.9miles from start) it becomes
Barham’s Mill Road which is the first gradient. Might be an idea to gather speed as you approach it.

Southernden Road
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The first gradient at Barham’s Mill Road

You’ll go past the entrance to Fraser’s on your right, then a little further on you will come to
a junction. Turn left to stay on Barham’s Mill Road.

Entrance to Fraser’s

Left here

(If you were to take a right here you could also reach Egerton and it might be slightly quicker.)
After about 400ft you’ll see a right turn to Egerton House Road. Take that. Continue ahead. You’ll see a
great view at the top.

The view from the top
Right to Egerton House

On the right is Egerton House, with great views.

Egerton House

The locals

Continue along Egerton House road. There are some gradients on this stretch. But it passes through
lovely wooded areas. You’ll pass a couple of roads to your left but keep right. Then you’ll approach a Tjunction where again you keep right.
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You turn right here to Egerton

Continue into Egerton and you will see the church to your right and The George Pub (formally the Barrow
House) to your left.

The George Pub
Egerton Church

After stopping at the pub you set off down Rock Hill Road. If you like you can turn into the Village Hall
and take in the views. Rock Hill Road is a long downhill stretch.

The view from Egerton Village Hall
You’ll pass this house before the next junction
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At the next junction turn right to Crockenhill Road. Shortly after you’ll see a left turn signposted to
Headcorn. Take that left (Forstall Road).

Right turn here

Then next left

Continue along this very flat stretch for a couple of miles. It becomes Bedlam Lane. Then you need to
keep your eyes peeled for the Headcorn Airfield RCAF memorial which will be on your left. (There are
some details about the memorial here: iwm.org.uk/memorials)

The memorial on your left

To return to Headcorn Village continue along Bedlam Lane then turn right at Smarden Road.

TO CONTINUE TO HEADCORN AERODROME…
By taking this route back to Headcorn Village you can call in at the Aerodrome and sit a while
to watch all of the activity. Depending on the day of the week you might see wing walking,
parachutists and Spitfires. There are toilets, a museum and a café.

On reaching the end of Bedlam Lane (T-junction) instead of turning right to Headcorn, turn left, which is
Headcorn Road. You’ll go past the entrance to The Big Cat Sanctuary.
Continue along this road until you reach a
T-junction and turn right into Bell Lane.

Turn right here
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Continue along Bell Lane for about 700m until you reach a crossroads. Take the right turn into Shenley
Road.

Turn right in to Shenley Road

Just over 1km ahead you will see the main entrance to Headcorn Aerodrome.

The route back to Headcorn Village offers two alternatives. When exiting the aerodrome turn right
towards the A274. When you reach the A274 you could turn right and will soon be in the village. If you
prefer to avoid the busy road you could cross the A274 into Bletchenden Road. Continue along
Bletchenden Road until it joins New House Lane (bending to the right as it does so). New House Lane
ends at a T-junction with Water Lane. Turn Right. Cross over two bridges then at the next T-junction
turn right into Moat Road and you will arrive back at the Village.

For more cycle routes, walks and general information about Headcorn Village, check the website:
headcornvillage.org.uk
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